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sit upon the floor at royal audiences. In that same year the
Prince of Wales, later Edward VII, made his official tour of
India, and Burmese envoys went to Calcutta to greet him. At
their reception they were permitted to wear their shoes and sit
on chairs. Thereupon in an attempt to force Mindon's hand
instructions were issued that in future the British Resident was
to refuse to take off his shoes in the royal presence. As Mindon
dared not give way, no British Resident could again be received
in audience by a Burmese king. This loss of direct contact had
disastrous effects.
Mindon died in 1878 without designating a successor. After
the murder of the Kanoung Min in 1866 he had been afraid to
appoint another Heir Apparent, although repeatedly urged to
do so by the British Resident. The most popular candidate, the
Nyaungyan Prince, was eminently suitable. Just before the king's
death, however, he heard that a palace plot was afoot to place the
Thibaw Prince, a nonentity, on the throne, and, fearing for his
life, took sanctuary with his younger brother at the British
Residency. The Kinwun Mingyi sent an urgent request for
their surrender. Most unwisely the Resident refused, and the
two princes were deported to Calcutta. Thus the one chance of
securing the throne for the best candidate was lost.
The dying king's only suggestion was that three of his sons
should be nominated as joint rulers, but the Kinwun Mingyi
and his colleagues refused to consider so unprecedented a
measure, believing that civil war would be the inevitable result.
Instead, they fell in with the plot to make Thibaw king. They
planned to take power into their own hands and establish a
system of ministerial control; and even the British Resident in-
dulged in the fond hope that by this means a more constitutional
form of government would come into being. Should Thibaw
prove troublesome, they proposed to supplant him with their
own candidate.
Thibaw, however, was completely under the influence of his
domineering young wife, Supayalat,^who saw through the
Klinwun Mingyi's manoeuvre, and set herself to thwart it by
prevailing upon her husband to order the massacre of a large
number of the royal family on the plea that there was imminent
danger of an insurrection. In this atrocious deed the Kinwun